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Glossary 
To avoid repetition in the main text, abbreviations are used and explained below.

Aboriginal Subsistence Whaling: Quota granted by the IWC to certain aboriginal peoples to hunt a 
limited number of whales in order to meet their subsistence nutritional and/or cultural needs
Ambergris: Solid, waxy substance secreted in the intestines of the sperm whale, traditionally highly 
prized as a fixative by perfumers
Cetacean: Collective noun for whales, dolphins and porpoises
CITES: Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
ICRW: The International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling, the IWC’s founding treaty
IWC: International Whaling Commission, the body established in 1946 to regulate whaling
Moratorium: International ban on commercial whaling, adopted by the IWC in 1982 and implemented 
from the 1985/6 season
SPAW: Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife
Spermaceti oil: A white, waxy substance obtained from the head cavity of the sperm whale or other 
whale species and used for making candles, ointments, and cosmetics
UNEP: United Nations Environment Programme
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Introduction

This report exposes the global scale of killing and trade of whales in the 21st century. Whales are 
killed not only for their meat but for their blubber, fatty tissue and other body parts. Whilst not 
claiming to be exhaustive, this report documents the utilisation of whales (both legal and illegal) 
across a huge range of products, from boat fuel to skin cream to dog food – even as a cocktail 
ingredient – in an activity which spans a shocking number of nations.

Examples include:

• June 2012: WDC demonstrates that bowhead, fin and minke whale meat is widely available to 
overseas tourists in Greenland (over 77% of restaurants we surveyed were offering whale meat to 
non-Greenlanders).

• October 2012: WDC exposes the sale of a ‘Moby Dick’ cocktail in a world-famous London cocktail 
bar. This cocktail includes whisky infused with whale skin illegally imported from Japan. The bar 
owner apologises and withdraws the drink.

• November 2012 and May 2013: Whale meat intended for expatriate Greenlanders is purchased 
with ease by WDC investigators in Denmark.

“The whaling industry, like any other industry, has to obey the market. If there is no 
profitability, there is no foundation for resuming with the killing of whales.” 
Einar K. Guðfinsson, former Minister of Fisheries, Iceland, 2007

This report details examples of killing and trade of whales and dolphins by the countries highlighted in this map. 
However, other countries involved will be added as they come to light.
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• February 2013: WDC exposes whaler Kristjan Loftsson’s boast of using oil from rendered-down 
fin whales as a ‘bio fuel’ (an 80 diesel/20% whale oil mix) to power his whaling vessels.

• February 2013: A US federal grand jury indicts Typhoon Restaurant Inc, owner of The Hump, a 
now-closed sushi restaurant in Santa Monica, California, along with two of its chefs, on charges 
of conspiracy to import and sell whale meat between 2007-2010. The case came to light following 
a ‘video sting’ organised by an associate producer of The Cove during which undercover activists 
were able to purchase whale sushi on several occasions. DNA analysis confirmed the meat came 
from a sei whale.

• February/March 2013: Norwegian minke whale meat transits EU ports including Rotterdam, 
Hamburg, Le Havre and Southampton, en route to Japan.

• May 2013: WDC and other NGOs release news that Icelandic fin whale meat has been processed 
into luxury dog treats and sold online in Asia. Our joint campaign forces one company, Michinoku 
Farms, to remove the products from its shelves.

• Spring 2013: Japan’s Institute for Cetacean Research (ICR) launches a campaign promoting 
whale meat to the public as well as to Japan’s Forces as a great source of balenine: a dipeptide (an 
amino acid-type substance) found in whale muscle and believed to enhance energy and physical 
health.

• June/July 2013: Icelandic fin whale meat bound for Japan sails via Rotterdam to Hamburg, where 
the consignment is impounded and eventually returned to Iceland. The accompanying storm of 
protest prompts the shipping companies responsible, Samskip and Evergreen Line, to renounce 
further shipments. 

• July 2013: Whale meat is heavily promoted to young people attending various rock festivals in 
Norway.

• October 2013: Dolphin meat is found on sale in restaurants in and around Rome.

• November 2013: Investigators discover 2.5 tonnes of meat from illegally-killed minke whales 
stashed in a walk-in freezer. The meat has an estimated black market value of around KRW100 
million (£58,000).

• January 2014: A new product, ‘whale beer’, is developed by Icelandic brewery, Steðjar, in 
collaboration with fin whaling company, Hvalur hf. The beer’s launch is timed to coincide with the 
midwinter festival of Þorrablót (Thorrablot) held in honour of the Norse god, Thor. The brewery 
claims the beer is ‘very healthy’ due to the low fat and high protein content of whale meal.
Stop press! In mid January, following a global outcry, the regional public health authority bans 
the product before it can be launched as Hvalur lacks a licence to sell whale meal for human 
consumption. However, only days later, the ban is revoked following interventions by the Fisheries 
Minister.

• January 2014: A shipment of dolphin meat is seized by Italian authorities at the port of 
Civitavecchia. Italy‘s Environment Minister, Andrea Orlando, describes the trade as ‘sleazy’ and 
calls for an immediate investigation to trace the origins of the meat, which includes vacuum-
packed dried fillets.

WHALE FOR SALE THE GLOBAL TRADE IN DEAD WHALES



{ 6 }

• January 2014: A London man pleads guilty to three counts of illegally trading ivory, whale and 
dolphin bone and other items on eBay, following investigations by the Metropolitan Police’s 
Wildlife Crime Unit. He is fined a total of £1,375.

• January 2014: WDC helps expose Norwegian minke whale meat on sale illegally to thousands 
of visitors at Berlin‘s annual Green Week food and agricultural fair. We notify the authorities and 
unsold meat is confiscated and an investigation launched. 
NB Relevant citations may be found under each country section.

Early whaling was driven by demand for oil to make candles and light lamps (as well as baleen for 
corsets). Over a million whales were killed for their oil, which fed increasing global demand for a host 
of products including soap, animal feed, insecticides, watch and camera lubricants, cosmetics and 
margarine. By the 1960s, even the aerospace industry found a use for whale oil as a lubricant. 

Competition was so intense between rapidly-industrializing whaling nations and cheating so 
widespread, that tens of thousands of whales were killed each year - well beyond sustainable 
levels. The slaughter continued into the early 1980s, when the international community eventually 
acknowledged the devastation that whaling had wrought on whales over previous centuries. In 
1982, the International Whaling Commission (IWC) decided to adopt a commercial whaling ban 
(or ‘moratorium’) which was to be implemented by the 1985/1986 season. The Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) followed the IWC’s lead 
and banned all international commercial trade in whale products. 

Whilst the majority of commercial whaling nations complied with the whaling ban, Norway, Japan and 
Iceland, as well as other countries, took out reservations or objections or exploited loopholes in order 
to continue hunting, seemingly just for meat. In fact, the whaling nations were quietly using the cover 
of their ongoing hunts to research and develop new uses for whale oil and other products. 

Whilst this report focuses primarily upon commercial trade in large whale species, we also outline 
whales and dolphins killed during subsistence hunts (including abuses of the rules governing such 
hunts) as well as referencing killing and trade of smaller whale and dolphin species by a host of 
countries.
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More than 35,500 whales were killed during this period including bowhead, Bryde’s, fin, grey, humpback, minke, sei and sperm whales

WHALE FOR SALE THE GLOBAL TRADE IN DEAD WHALES



{ 7 }

 
Brazil

An illegal hand-held harpoon hunt for Amazon river dolphins, or botos, takes place in the Brazilian 
Amazon to provide bait for luring piracatinga, a scavenger fish species. This fishery in Brazil is far 
from traditional, dating only from the start of the 21st century. Thousands of dolphins are killed 
annually to service a fishery which continues to increase in scale. The hunt is cruel and unsustainable: 
the dolphins are harpooned and often tied by their tails to trees until required for bait, when they 
are killed using clubs and machetes. Boto flesh is considered a good quality bait as it has a firm 
consistency and is fatty, allowing more fish to be caught in a shorter period of time than other baits.

Piracatinga is not a favoured source of food in Brazil because these fish eat dead, rotting animals 
- and even drowned people. Most of the piracatinga catch is, therefore, exported and there is an 
expanding international market, particularly in Colombia where piracatinga meat is imported to 
replace a once-popular fish called capaz (which tastes similar) which is no longer abundant due to 
overfishing. Piracatinga is sold disguised as capaz in supermarkets, so local consumers are unaware 
that they are eating a fish caught using boto bait.1

Canada
Basque whalers were the first to carry out commercial hunting of bowhead whales off eastern Canada 
from 1530. It is estimated that over 70,000 whales were killed since the 16th century: nearly all were 
taken by American or European commercial whalers. Inuit in Canada have also hunted bowheads for 
subsistence, and for trade, for centuries. Canada banned commercial hunts in 1935, but some smaller 
subsistence hunts persisted until 1979 when restrictions were also placed upon these hunts. Canada 
left the IWC in 1982, but limited subsistence hunts of bowhead whales resumed in the Arctic territory 
of Nunavut in 1996, and in Nunavik (northern Quebec) in 2008. 
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The hunts are conducted outside the auspices of the IWC. They are jointly managed by Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada (DFO), the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board.

The hunting of bowhead calves, or any whale accompanied by a calf, is prohibited. Hunts have 
traditionally targeted larger bowheads as these yield more meat, but conservation concerns and 
difficulty differentiating between adult males and females mean that hunters are now directed to target 
juveniles in an effort to protect adult females.1

Domestic consumption: The meat and muktaaq (whale skin and blubber) from each bowhead whale 
is consumed both by the local community and by neighbouring communities.

Denmark
The Kingdom of Denmark consists of Denmark and its two autonomous overseas territories – the 
Faroe Islands and Greenland. Whilst Denmark is a member state of the European Union, Greenland 
and the Faroe Islands are not part of the EU and are represented by Denmark at the IWC and other 
international agreements. Contrary to their obligations under EU law, Denmark has always claimed a 
‘special position’ regarding whaling matters relating to Faroese and Greenlandic interests. In striving 

In August 2011, Inuit hunters in Iqaluit, the largest city and capital of Nunavut, killed their 
first bowhead whale for over a century.2
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to represent those interests, Denmark has for years been out of line with the principles, objectives 
and provisions of EU legislation as regards cetacean conservation. For almost a decade, Denmark has 
failed to ensure that Greenland complies with the requirements of the IWC with respect to ASW. In 
addition, Denmark has regularly tabled requests for increased catch limits and requests to extend the 
hunt to include additional whale species. Moreover, for over 30 years, Denmark has failed to ensure 
that the Faroe Islands implement current CITES regulations and is instead turning a blind eye to 
Faroese imports of whale products from Iceland and Norway.1

Imports from Greenland: Under a ‘special exemption’, Denmark allows for native Greenlanders to 
import up to 10kg (recently increased from the previous personal allowance of 5kg) of whale meat.2

Imports from the Faroe Islands: For the Faroe Islands, no such ‘special exemption’ exists; however, 
there is a ‘mutual understanding’ between Denmark/Faroe Islands and the EU, under which the EU 
accepts imports from the Faroes to Denmark of up to 10 kg of pilot whale meat per Faroe Islander, 
provided that the meat is only for personal use and relevant permits are issued for each shipment.3

These imports are supposed to be strictly managed: the meat is intended only for personal, non-
commercial use by native Greenlanders and Faroese staying in Denmark. Despite this, whale meat 
may be obtained without much effort by other people, including tourists, for example, in Copenhagen.

In November 2012, WDC investigators posing as tourists found minke whale steaks and 
blubber openly available to buy in the tourist district of the Danish capital, Copenhagen. 
They were able to make two independent purchases of both whale steaks and blubber 
from the Tranhuset (Whale Oil House) store, which is owned by Greenlandic import/export 
company, DayCatch. When notified that the individuals were neither Greenlanders nor 
even resident in Denmark, the sales staff still offered to sell them the whale products, 
in contravention of both EU and Danish law. The sales also breached both CITES and IWC 
regulations relating to use of ASW products.2
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European Union 
All cetacean species are strictly protected under European Union (EU) legislation and any incidental 
capture, killing or sale by EU Members is prohibited. The EU specifically prohibits international trade 
in whale products under Council Regulation No. 338/97 which implements CITES in the EU member 
states and which lists all cetacean products on Annex A; thus being stricter than CITES itself.

The issue of whale meat and products transiting EU ports is giving rise to increasing concern. The 
practice has been going on for decades and is a commonsense means for Icelandic and Norwegian 
whalers to export their products to Japan and Asia by sea, since transport by air is very costly. There 
is no direct shipping route to Asia, so vessels need to stop off on route, either to refuel or else to 
transfer their cargo to another vessel for the onward journey. EU ports, therefore, offer a convenient 
stopping-off point. 

Although whale meat transiting EU ports does not actually clear customs and thus does not officially 
enter the EU market, WDC believes that by allowing such shipments through its ports, the EU is facili-
tating trade in whale species which are protected by multiple EU laws and whose hunting contravenes 
the current international ban on commercial whaling. Examples include:

• In 1987, 140 tons of Icelandic whale meat was stopped in Hamburg, Germany. The seven cont-
ainers, destined for Japan, labeled as ‘seafood’, were confiscated.1

• In June 1988, eight containers carrying 200 tons of Icelandic whale meat en route to Japan were 
stopped in the port of Helsinki, Finland by the Finnish government. Finland’s then Environment 
Minister opted to return the shipment to Iceland.2

• Iceland shipped 250 kg of whale meat to Latvia in February 2010, in a clear violation of CITES rules. 
It is not known whether the shipment was sent directly to Latvia, or entered via another EU country.3

©
 G

ar
y 

Bl
ak

el
ey

/S
hu

tte
rs

to
ck

WHALE FOR SALE THE GLOBAL TRADE IN DEAD WHALES



{ 11 }

• In April 2010, the container ship NYK Orion, which was transporting meat from 13 endangered fin 
whales of Icelandic origin in seven containers was stopped in Rotterdam Harbour, Netherlands.4 
Although at the time, the ship was offloaded and sailed on without the cargo, subsequent reports 
suggest that the containers were eventually shipped on to Japan.5

• In February, 2013, 4,250 kg of frozen whale belly meat, blubber, tails and fins left Ålesund, 
Norway aboard the vessel ECL Commander. The vessel sailed to Rotterdam where the meat 
transferred to the NYK Olympus before sailing on in early March, where it transited the ports of Le 
Havre, Hamburg and Southampton before heading on to Japan via the Suez Canal.6 

• In late June 2013, a shipment of 130 tonnes of Icelandic fin whale meat bound for Japan 
created a storm of public protest. Only weeks earlier, over a million people had signed a petition 
protesting the transit of whale meat via the port of Rotterdam, but this did not deter the whalers 
from sending this latest shipment. The meat was transferred at Rotterdam to another vessel, the 
Cosco Pride, which sailed on to Hamburg, Germany. It arrived on 5th July to further protests 
and controversy surrounding paperwork prompted German customs officials to impound the 
shipment. The consignment was eventually released; however, the negative publicity persuaded 
the two shipping companies involved (Evergreen Line, and Samskip) to return the whale meat to 
Iceland and both companies committed not to carry whale meat again.7

Faroe Islands

Dolphin and small whale hunts: Every year in the Faroe Islands, a territory of Denmark, hundreds 
of pilot whales and other species including bottlenose dolphins, Atlantic white-sided dolphins and 
northern bottlenose whales, are hunted for their meat. The Faroe Islands drive hunt is not subject 
to international control as it targets small species of whales (mainly pilot whales and some dolphin 
species) that the IWC does not currently manage. As the Faroe Islands are not members of the 
European Union, they are not subject to European legislation that forbids whale hunting. Unfortunately 
therefore, there are no legal mechanisms currently available to prevent the hunt. 
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More than 13.000 cetaceans were killed during this period including pilot whales, bottlenose whales, white-sided dolphins, bottlenose dolphins and Risso's dolphins
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WDC is concerned with the potential for ‘commercialization’ of surplus pilot whale meat in the Faroes, 
particularly in view of the exceptionally large number of cetaceans killed in the 2013 season, yielding 
meat far in excess of dietary recommendations for per capita consumption.2

Commercial whaling: Until the early 1980s, the Faroe Islands conducted commercial hunts of larger 
baleen whales, particularly fin and minke whales, giving them a relatively inexpensive supply of whale 
meat. The blubber was primarily obtained for industrial purposes rather than for human consumption, 
unlike the blubber of pilot whales. The Faroe Islands ceased commercial whaling operations under 
domestic legislation in 1984 as a consequence of the IWC moratorium, however they maintain their 
right to conduct commercial whaling if the IWC ever sanctions the granting of quotas.

Imports of whale meat: the Faroe Islands regularly import minke whale meat from both Iceland and 
Norway.4

Exports: Under a ‘special understanding’ with the EU, Faroe Islanders are allowed to bring up to 
10kg of whale meat into Denmark. This meat is supposed to be only used for private consumption: 
commercial use within Denmark is strictly prohibited.5

Despite Faroese statements that the pilot whaling has no commercial aspects, pilot whale 
meat is on open sale in Faroese supermarkets as well as in local hotels and restaurants. It is 
also available on ferry boats travelling between the Faroe Islands and Denmark and Iceland.1

©
 W

DC

WHALE FOR SALE THE GLOBAL TRADE IN DEAD WHALES

“The Faroes do not trade our whale resources on international markets, but we have done 
in the past. And we wish to maintain our right to do so in the future, if we decide this is an 
economical option. We certainly respect the right of other nations to trade in their natural 
resources. In this sense the Faroes are also a commercial whaling nation, in principle if not 
in practice.”3

Herálvur Joensen, Head of the Representation of the Faroes in Copenhagen, speaking in 2008
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Germany

On 22nd January 2014, WDC helped to expose Norwegian minke whale meat openly – and illegally - on 
sale to thousands of visitors at Berlin‘s annual Green Week food and agricultural fair. We confirmed 
that a dish claiming to be smoked minke whale with blueberry or chilli jam was indeed available 
for 2 Euros a portion at the Norway stand and immediately notified the authorities, who promptly 
confiscated the remaining meat and launched an investigation.1

It transpired that 7 kilos of whale meat had been illegally imported by Innovation Norway, the state-
owned company which was responsible for the stand, of which 4.5 kilos had been sold. The company, 
which is the Norwegian government’s official trade representative abroad, initially claimed ignorance 
of any law-breaking but later issued an apology2. In fact, as recently as April 2013, Innovation Norway 
offered a three-year grant to Fisheries Park AS specifically to develop a marketing strategy, ‘brand 
association’ and quality standard for whale products on behalf of the Norwegian whaling industry.  
Small chance, then, they were unaware of the relevant laws relating to whale products and the 
company eventually acknowledged this and issued an apology.

News then emerged that the German agricultural minister, Hans-Peter Friedrich, had earlier visited the 
Norway stand during a walkabout and only the action of a quick-thinking member of the Norwegian 
delegation prevented him from himself being served the whale meat as part of a selection of 
Norwegian delicacies3. Myklebust Whale Products AS, was responsible for supplying the whale meat 
for the stand and its CEO, Ole Mindor Myklebust, was also present. His company is seeking to export 
around 34,000 kilos of minke whale products to Japan in early 2014, following a similar export last 
year of 4,250 kilos4.

WHALE FOR SALE THE GLOBAL TRADE IN DEAD WHALES

“We supplied the meat to a Norwegian registered company. The product was legally caught, 
and here we are talking about showing off a Norwegian industry at a booth. It is the German 
customs authorities that have not done their job in the first place: beyond that, I will not 
comment. Had they arrived four hours later, there would have been nothing to seize.” 
Ole Mindor Myklebust talking about the discovery of whale meat illegally on sale at the Green 
Week fair in Berlin5
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Greenland

Whilst whaling in Greenland is believed to have started around 900 years ago, it wasn´t until the last 
century and the introduction of rifles, the harpoon gun and small motor vessels that Greenlandic 
whaling began as we know it today. For many years, Greenland’s Aboriginal Subsistence Whaling 
(ASW) hunt of minke, fin and humpback whales, has given cause for concern. The ICRW, which 
established the IWC, contains no clear definition of key terms, including ‘aboriginal’, ‘ASW’ or 
‘needs’. Consequently, the establishment of ASW quotas and the operation of these hunts remain 
controversial issues for the IWC and in recent years, this ambiguity has helped Greenland to justify its 
increased commercialization of whaling activities. 

Greenland has stated publicly that it is interested in establishing international commercial trade in 
whale products, despite the fact that it only receives a quota on the understanding that the hunt is 
conducted to feed aboriginal peoples. 

In 2012, Denmark, speaking on behalf of Greenland, presented an increased ASW catch quota propo-
sal that was rejected at that year’s IWC meeting. Greenland resumed hunting in spring 2013 without 
an approved IWC quota.

Dolphin hunts: Greenland also kills thousands of narwhals, belugas, orcas and porpoises each year. 
These hunts for smaller whale and dolphin species are not regulated by the IWC and catch numbers 
have been of concern even to Greenlandic scientists. Orca meat is frequently fed to sled dogs.
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Greenland: Great whales killed after the moratorium

More than 4,300 whales were killed during this period including bowhead, fin, humpback, minke and sei whales

The number of licensed subsistence hunters in Greenland has declined by 49% between 
1993- 2010. The native-born population of Greenland has increased by 9.9% in the last 24 
years. Despite this, Greenland’s quota requests for large whales in this same period have 
increased by 89%.1
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Whale meat - domestic market: In 2011, WDC revealed that Greenland was continuing to promote 
and sell whale meat - intended for local nutritional need - to tourists visiting Greenland, with the 
meat available in a wide range of hotels, restaurants and supermarkets. Most species hunted by 
Greenlandic whalers are freely available to tourists and may be purchased without restriction, 
including meat from fin, minke and bowhead whales. Dishes advertised include whale burgers, buffets 
and barbeques of ‘Greenlandic ingredients’ at restaurants catering to cruise ship passengers; whale 
with tagliatelli and tomato sauce; sushi and Thai dishes in Asian restaurants; and whale carpaccio on 
expensive à la carte menus.2

Whale meat – exports: Trade in minke whale meat and products from Greenland’s expanding 
commercial whaling activities now extends to mainland Europe, with whale meat freely available to 
purchase in Copenhagen, Denmark. Originally, such exports were supposed to be only permissible for 
exclusive consumption by expatriate Greenlanders living in Denmark.3

Other products and by-products: Items made of minke whale baleen can be obtained in various 
handicraft and souvenir shops in Greenland. In addition, there is increased trade in beluga products, 
which includes mattak (skin with blubber), meat and teeth. Meat and mattak are consumed mostly in 
Greenland but again, export for consumption by the expatriate Greenlandic community in Denmark is 
allowed. Most of this export to Denmark is arranged by ‘Royal Arctic Line’, a company owned by the 
Greenland Home Rule Government.

Export of parts and products originating from belugas require a CITES export permit which is managed 
by the Ministry of Environment and Nature. Since 2009, the Greenlandic Government has adopted 
three-year quota plans for belugas and narwhal, explaining that “the advantage of a three-year plan is 

Beluga and narwhal teeth are also made into earrings, necklaces and other items. This 
jewellery is sold to tourists in handicraft shops. 

©
 W

DC



{ 16 }

to help minimize the potential for (further) import and export restrictions under CITES and the EU”.4 
Currently, exports of products made from narwhal, humpback, bowhead and fin whale are prohibited.

Iceland

Iceland is one of the most notorious whaling nations, killing more than 35,000 whales since the late 
19th century. Despite being a founder member of the IWC, Iceland has persistently flouted efforts by 
the international community to regulate whaling and protect whale stocks, instead killing undersized 
whales or targeting protected species.1

 
Early whaling in Iceland was largely small-scale, involving spears or drive hunts. Until the early twentieth 
century, hunts were dominated by Danish, Norwegian and other foreign interests (Iceland was a Danish 
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Almost 1,200 whales were killed during this period including fin, minke and sei whales
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dependency until 1918 when it became an independent state of Denmark and only became a self-governing 
republic in 1944) and the main targets were the larger, more lucrative species such as blue, fin, right and 
humpback whales. Hunting took place on a fitful basis until 1948, with the establishment of the Hvalur hf 
company. From the start, Hvalur hf focussed upon fin whales, with opportunistic hunting of blue, sperm, 
sei and humpback whales. The following year, Iceland signed up to the ICRW and started attending the 
IWC’s annual meetings. Minke whale hunts did not start until well into the 20th century. These hunts were 
initially small-scale and IWC quotas were not set until 1977. Following the IWC moratorium on commercial 
whaling, Iceland continued a small ‘scientific’ whaling programme until 1989, but left the IWC in 1992.

In 2000, Iceland joined CITES but took out a ‘reservation’ which exempts it from the ban on 
commercial trade in whale products and thus enables Iceland to trade legally with other countries 
holding similar reservations such as Norway and Japan. Iceland rejoined the IWC in 2002, again 
under a reservation - this time to the IWC moratorium - a move which has been protested by many 
IWC member states. In 2003, Iceland embarked on a five year ‘scientific’ whaling programme 
targetting minke whales, but abruptly resumed full-blown commercial whaling in October 2006, citing 
its reservation to the moratorium and awarding itself a commercial quota for both fin and minke 
whales. Since 2003, minke whales have been hunted every year and fin whales have been killed in the 
2006, 2009, 2010 and 2013 seasons.2 

Dolphin hunts: Dolphins have never been hunted on an industrial scale in Icelandic waters. However, 
opportunistic kills have been recorded over the years, predominantly of dolphins harpooned from 
small boats; trapped or stranded dolphins, or pods which could easily be herded to shore. In 
September 2013, around 40 pilot whales stranded in bad weather off western Iceland. Many were 
butchered with knives by locals for their meat, disregarding the formal protocol for dealing with 
stranded whales and ignoring the health risks associated with eating potentially contaminated meat.4

Cultural context: Contrary to popular belief, whale meat is not a traditional food in Iceland, nor is 
consumption widespread. Despite a heavy marketing campaign by whalers since 2003, a 2013 Gallup 
survey revealed that only 3% of Icelandic people purchased whale meat on a regular basis (defined 
as six times or more over the previous 12 months). The survey showed that the vast majority (75%) 
of Icelanders never bought the meat, rising to 82% of women surveyed, and a massive 86% of 18-24 
year-olds.5 Based on the current population of around 322,000, this equates to under 10,000 Icelandic 
people regularly eating whale meat. Despite whale meat playing only a small role in the country’s 
economy and daily life, many Icelanders are defensive of the industry, regarding an attack on whaling 
as an attack on Iceland itself.

Whale meat - domestic market:

• Iceland’s domestic market for whale meat is small and demand is almost entirely for minke whale meat. 

In December 2013, despite declining demand for whale meat, Iceland announced a new, 
self-allocated quota block, allowing 229 minke whales and 154 fin whales to be killed each 
year for the next five years.3

“It is not a traditional thing in Iceland to hunt whales” 
Gunnar Bergman Jonsson, minke whaler
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• Pickled whale blubber is consumed during a traditional Icelandic winter festival known as 
Þorrablót, but is not in demand year-round. 

• In recent years, the domestic market has been propped up by tourist demand, under the mistaken 
belief that consumption is ‘traditional’. A 2010 survey6 found a staggering 40% of tourists 
admitting to eating whale meat whilst in Iceland. By 2012, this figure had reportedly dropped 
significantly, thanks to public awareness campaigns by WDC and other NGOs. 

• Recent WDC investigations revealed minke whale meat openly on sale in over 100 restaurants, 
shops and catering outlets and whale meat is increasingly promoted online as an exotic food, 
with a diverse range which includes smoked and marinated whale meat, whale kebabs and minke 
whale carpaccio, in addition to the more traditional whale steaks for grilling.

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Whale meat - export market:

• Over the years, Iceland has consistently killed far more whales than its domestic market can absorb, generating 
thousands of tonnes of whale meat and products which are held in cold storage until they can be 
exported, mostly to Japan, with smaller exports in recent years to Latvia, Norway and the Faroe Islands. 

• Since 2008, Iceland has exported almost 2,900 tonnes of whale products to Japan alone.1

• Fin whale meat is rarely consumed in Iceland, forcing fin whaling company, Hvalur hf, to 
aggressively target the Japanese market where this meat is more popular. However, despite 
fostering close links with import company, Misaka Trading Co Ltd., and offering the meat at low 
prices, sales have been poor, not helped by widespread complaints about poor-quality meat and 
an economic downturn following the 2011 tsunami.1

• 250 kilos of frozen minke whale meat was exported to Latvia in early 2010, in contravention both 
of CITES and of EU law.1
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• Frozen whale meat (believed to be minke) was exported to the Faroe Islands in both August and 
October, 2010.1

• Icelandic whale meat has previously also been available via internet shopping and auction sites 
including Japanese sites owned by Google, Yahoo! and Amazon.7

Other products and by-products:

• Bio-fuel: In February 2013, Hvalur’s owner, Kristjan Loftsson, boasted that he rendered down 
fin whales and used their oil as a ‘bio fuel’ (an 80% diesel/20% whale oil mixture) to power his 
whaling vessels. This mirrors claims he made in 2010 that his company would be using whale oil 
for the same purpose.8

• Oil: Between 2008-2011, 290,000 kilos of whale oil (including fat or blubber) was exported to 
Japan. An illegal export of 890 kilos of whale oil to Belarus was reported in October 2010; and 
Iceland reported several exports of oil to Norway during 2008 and 2009, totalling over 400 kilos.1

• Pet food: In May 2013, WDC and other NGOs exposed the sale of fin whale ‘jerky’ dog treats in 
Japan and other parts of Asia, including via Rakuten, the massive Japanese e-commerce website 
which owns Play.com. Sales were poor however and these products were typically heavily 
discounted. Our campaign persuaded one Japanese firm, Michinoku Farms, to abandon selling the 
product.9

• Animal feed: Throughout the 1980s, Hvalur hf produced whale meal for use in animal feed and 
the company certainly possesses both the knowledge and the capacity to resume production. 
In a 2009 interview, Hvalur CEO, Kristjan Loftsson, reiterated the company’s ongoing interest in 
processing oil and ground bone into meal. That same year, Iceland’s Statistical Bureau reported 
two exports (in January and March) of whale meal to Denmark, totalling around 23 tonnes (these 
reports were later declared a ‘clerical error’ by the Icelandic Fisheries Ministry).10

•	 ‘Whale beer’: In January 2014, a new product, 
‘whale beer’, was launched to coincide with 
the midwinter festival of Þorrablót (Thorrablot) 
in honour of the Norse god, Thor. Dabjartur 
Arilíusson, owner of the Steðjar brewery, declared: 
“This is a unique beer, brewed in collaboration 
with Hvalur hf.  Whale beer will include, among 
other things, whale meal.  Whale meal is very 
protein rich, and has almost no fat in it.  That, 
along with the fact that no sugar is added makes 
this a very healthful drink, and people will be true 
Vikings drinking it.”11 

Stop press! On January 13th 2014, following 
a global outcry, the regional public health 
authority banned the product before it could be 
launched, on the grounds that it fails to meet food 
regulations as Hvalur lacks a licence to sell whale 
meal for human consumption.12 Only days later, 
this ban was lifted following interventions by the 
Fisheries Minister.13
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India
In August 2013, a fish seller was photographed selling Ganges river dolphin meat at a roadside market 
at Lezai-Kalakhowa, in Assam’s Dibrugarh district, India. The Ganges river dolphin, a fresh water spe-
cies found in the Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers of India and neighbouring countries, had been killed 
by villagers. Despite being highly endangered and legally protected, hunting by local people persists.1

Indonesia
The village of Lamalera lies on the south coast of Lembata, in Nusa Tenggara Timur, eastern 
Indonesia. It is the only place in the world where migrating sperm whales are still hunted by hand on 
a regular basis. The hunts take place outside the IWC, as Indonesia is not a signatory. Early accounts 
of islanders harpooning whales for their oil date back to at least the early 17th century and suggest 
that ambergris was collected and sold.1

In recent years, villagers have killed as many as 40 sperm whales a year in a hunt steeped in ritual and 
tradition. Small wooden boats called tena are used to approach the whales (although sometimes the 
tena boats are towed out using boats with outboard motors). When the tena boats are close enough, 
a villager leaps from the bow and thrusts a bamboo harpoon into the whale, using the full weight of 
his body. The hunt is cruel and bloody: the stricken whale is stabbed repeatedly and can die a slow 
and painful death due to blood loss. 

There is much poverty on Lembata and Lamalera villagers still depend upon whale meat for nutritional 
as well as cultural reasons. Local custom stipulates that whale meat should be equally distributed 
among the villagers and so the hunt is primarily conducted for subsistence purposes. However, the 
meat is also bartered with mountain villagers for food items such as maize, yams, bananas and sugar 
cane1 and sold at local markets2. Given the value of whale meat to this impoverished community, it is 
also quite possible that other valuable byproducts such teeth, spermaceti and ambergris are also sold 
or bartered. Further investigation is needed to ascertain the scale of trade with neighbouring regions.

Lamalerans also kill pilot whales, although this time the hunt is less ‘traditional’ and motorboats 
are used to chase these whales. In another example of the increasing modernization and 
commercialization of the hunt in the 21st century, the community has created a form of ‘whaling 
tourism’, charging fees to allow tourists and photographers to witness, film or even join the hunt. 
There are concerns that income deriving from such tourism is likely to increase the whalers’ 
motivation to hunt further whales.3

Italy

Thinly sliced flakes of musciame, dried dolphin fillet, were served as part of a salad. An investigation 
has been launched by Italian prosecutors after analysis of samples, both from the restaurant and from 

In October 2013, covert filming by an Italian television crew revealed that dolphin meat 
was being served to customers at restaurants near Rome. 

WHALE FOR SALE THE GLOBAL TRADE IN DEAD WHALES
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a wholesaler, confirmed that the meat was indeed dolphin. Undercover filming included comments 
from a wholesaler, who claimed that the meat was also on sale in several restaurants in Rome where 
it could fetch as much as 900 Euros per kilo. The high prices charged by restaurants for this black 
market product suggest that restaurants were confident that there was significant public demand.1

Dolphins are protected under Italian and EU law, as well as by CITES regulations and therefore it 
is illegal to kill dolphins or to sell their meat or other products. Additionally, ‘black market’ sales 
of meat, which could be contaminated, puts public health at risk as they bypass food hygiene 
regulations.2

Local fishermen told the TV team that the meat came from dolphins caught in nets and added that 
those that were still alive when discovered were clubbed to death. They also appeared to suggest 
that the nets might be deliberately cast in areas where dolphins had been seen and claimed that 
the dolphins’ heads and fins are routinely discarded to make species identification more difficult. 
Drift nets were banned in the Mediterranean in 2002, but their use by Italian fishing boats is still 
reported.1

In January 2014, a shipment of dolphin meat was seized by Italian authorities at the port of 
Civitavecchia. Italy‘s Environment Minister, Andrea Orlando, described this illegal trade as ‘sleazy’ and 
called for an immediate investigation to trace the origins of the meat, which included vacuum-packed 
dried fillets.3

Japan

Early whaling: Japan has a limited tradition of small-scale whaling, primarily using hand-held 
harpoons, that dates back many centuries. Primary targets were fin, grey, right and humpback whales, 
with opportunistic hunting of blue, sei and sperm whales. However, whaling on an industrial scale 
is a relatively new phenomenon in Japan, developing from the early 20th century with the advent of 
steam ships and explosive harpoons and increasing steadily in scale as the century progressed. Japan 
extended its whaling into Korean and other waters and, from 1934, began hunting in Antarctica. Whale 
meat became an important food source during and after World War II, when animal protein was in 
short supply. By the late 1940’s, whale meat accounted for almost half the meat consumed in Japan.1
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Japan lodged an objection to the IWC moratorium and continued whaling, but political pressure 
persuaded Japan to remove this objection in 1988, whereupon Japan immediately moved to exploit 
Article VIII of the IWC’s founding treaty, the ICRW, which permits contracting governments to issue 
‘special permits’ to their nationals for scientific research. In 1994, the IWC declared the Southern 
Ocean a sanctuary for whales, banning whaling there. Japan, however, lodged an objection to the 
sanctuary for minke whales and simply carried on its Antarctic hunts.

Modern whaling: Japan, like the former Soviet Union, has a reputation for over-exploiting stocks and 
under-reporting catches. The country continues to exploit the loophole of ‘scientific research’ and 
since 1987 has killed over 14,600 whales. The hunt is conducted under the auspices of the Institute 
of Cetacean Research (ICR) which contracts a single whaling company, Kyodo Senpaku, to provide 
vessels and crew. Heavily subsidized by taxpayers, the hunts are criticized on many levels: little or no 
useful data has come out of a hunt which is widely regarded as a thin veneer for commercial whaling, 
and many argue that non-lethal methods could have been employed if, indeed, scientific knowledge 
had been a genuine objective. Between 2005-8, catch levels remained high but since then have 
steadily declined, in line with a steady fall both in consumer demand and wholesale prices.

Japan’s whaling is simply not financially viable. Nevertheless, in 2012, Japan killed a total of 424 
whales (Bryde’s, sei, minke and sperm whales) across its hunting grounds.3

Dolphin hunts: Every year, up to 20,000 smaller species (including Dall’s porpoises, short-finned pilot 
whales, Baird’s beaked whales, false killer whales, as well as Risso’s, bottlenose, striped and spotted 
dolphins) may be killed during hunts using harpoons or cross-bows, or during the now-notorious 
drive hunts. Over the past 20 years, at least 400,000 small cetaceans have been killed in this way and 
the hunts continue, despite the repeated recommendations of the IWC and its Scientific Committee. 
The meat and other edible products are often highly polluted with contaminants including mercury 
and organic compounds such as PCBs, and thus may pose a risk to human consumers. 

Sales of whale meat and other products made losses almost every year between 1988-
2008. Overall losses for this period total around US$223 million; whilst government subsi-
dies for the same period total US$164 million.2

WHALE FOR SALE THE GLOBAL TRADE IN DEAD WHALES
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Cultural context: Criticisms of whaling are perceived by nationalists as an attack upon their culture. 
They dismiss as ‘cultural imperialism’ the denial of the Japanese ‘right’ to hunt and kill whales.4 

Yet, mass consumption is a fairly recent phenomenon, peaking in the mid 20th century, since when 
demand has steadily declined to the point where nowadays, the meat is mainly consumed by older 
people, with Japanese youth increasingly scorning the product. A 2012 poll revealed that 89% of 
those polled had not purchased any whale meat in the preceding 12 months, 85% opposed taxpayer 
subsidies for whaling and only 11% strongly supported whaling activities.5

Whale meat - domestic market: Although catch levels have declined in recent years, Japan still 
kills whales – and imports whale meat and other products – far in excess of actual market demand. 
Despite slashing prices, whale meat sales, particularly of frozen or imported Icelandic whale meat, 
have been consistently poor in recent years. In an attempt to rekindle public appetite for whale meat, 
a series of public auctions were held between November 2011 and March 2012, but only 303 tons out 
of a total of 1,212 tons found a buyer, leaving three quarters of the available meat (909 tons) unsold. 
Around 5,000 tonnes of whale meat is currently stockpiled and per capita consumption of whale meat 
has dropped to around 1% of its peak in the 1960s.6

Imports: Fin whale meat is widely regarded as the most desirable whale product in Japan. However, 
since 2006, Japan has killed only a handful of fin whales during its Antarctic hunts and so, since 
2008, opted to import 2,900 tonnes of Icelandic fin whale meat and other products via Misaka Shoji 
(Misaka Trading), a Japanese import company, part-established by Icelandic whaler, Kristjan Lofts-
son.7 Despite price cuts, complaints about the poor quality of the Icelandic meat have led to sluggish 
demand, meaning that imported fin whale meat also joins the frozen stockpile7. Norway has also 
exported whale meat to Japan, although considerably less in recent years than Iceland. However, in 
April 2013, a consignment of 4,250kg of minke whale meat arrived in Tokyo7 and in December 2013, 
there were reports that Japan plans to import around 34 tonnes of minke whale meat from Norway in 
early 20148.

 “Japan’s whale-eating ‘culture’ is an invented tradition, only lasting 20 years, from the 
end of WW2 to the early 1960s.” 
Jun Morikawa

WHALE FOR SALE THE GLOBAL TRADE IN DEAD WHALES
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Most whale meat is eaten by older people who have never thought to question the practice, whereas 
most young people find it too pungent and prefer other types of meat. Desperate to offload stockpiles, 
the Japanese government and the ICR have run a series of campaigns heavily promoting whale meat 
to new sectors.

Since around 2005, whale meat has been heavily promoted in school lunches via a variety of ‘child-
friendly’ dishes including whale meatballs and spaghetti Bolognese; and fast food chains have been 
encouraged to sell whale burgers.

In 2002, the government-linked Japan Whaling Association distributed a recipe leaflet headlined 
‘Delicious whales: eat them properly’. A revitalized campaign by the ICR in 2013 included the 
distribution of thousands of brochures promoting recipes for whale meat sashimi and other dishes. 

Pharmaceuticals and cosmetics: Japan, like Norway, has been in the vanguard of research into 
the use of whale products for the pharmaceutical and ‘nutraceutical’ industries. (Nutraceuticals are 
nutritional supplements designed to improve human health). Chondroitin sulfate A, or S-4 sulfate, is 
extracted from whale cartilage for medical use in Japan, including treatments for osteoarthritis. The 
substance is also used in cosmetics and eye lotions, and as a gelling agent in food. One company in 
particular, Seikagaku Corporation and its subsidiary, Seikagaku Biobusiness Corporation, is leading 
the way in researching and using whale cartilage in medical products and cosmetics. Research 
focusing upon the potential benefits of proteoglycan (PG) extracted from the nasal septum cartilage 
of whales (so-called ‘whale PG’) in the treatment of blood clotting disorders is also generating much 
interest.10

Pet food: In recent years (certainly since 2006) surplus whale meat from Japan’s domestic hunts has 
been offloaded in dog food, but in May 2013, WDC and other NGOs exposed the sale of fin whale 
‘jerky’ dog treats in Japan. One company, Michinoku Farms, marketed the meat as a ‘low calorie, low 
fat, high protein snack’ for dogs, targeting affluent pet owners as a new niche market. Our campaign 
quickly persuaded Michinoku Farms to drop the product.11

Animal feed: Since 2001, whale products have been prohibited in animal feed to prevent the spread 
of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE). However, a 2009 paper by Japan’s National Food and 
Agricultural Materials Inspection Centre suggests that, whilst whale products remain prohibited “there 
is a possibility that whale materials are being used for feed for pigs, poultry, and fish” and reports the 
development of new and highly sensitive tests capable of detecting even minute amounts of heat-
treated whale products12.

WHALE FOR SALE THE GLOBAL TRADE IN DEAD WHALES

Whale meat is promoted as a nutritious food and a prime source of balenine, a substance 
that ‘enhances physical strength and reduces fatigue’. This campaign also targets Japan’s 
defence forces with the message that eating whale meat will improve the health and 
strength of service personnel.9
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Source: Japanese Fisheries Agency; Institute for Cetacean Research 
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Norway

Early whaling: Early commercial whaling targetted bottlenose whales. The period 1890-1910 saw 
massive takes of these whales (up to 3,000 annually) which resulted in a dramatic crash in numbers. 
The focus switched to minke whaling in the late 1920s, as minke whale products were more profitable 
and this period also marked a shift towards whaling for meat rather than oil as the primary purpose. 
Between 1957-1970, there was also an active pilot whale hunt, for example, in 1966, 369 pilot whales 
and 162 orcas were killed. The orca hunt ended in 1981. 

Modern whaling: Norway was one of the few governments to take out an ‘objection’ to the 
moratorium. When the ban on commercial whaling came into effect in 1986, Norway initially 
undertook a small-scale scientific hunt of minke whales then, in 1993, it announced that it would 
resume commercial whaling under this ‘objection’. Minke whaling in Norway is conducted by 
fishermen, the vast majority of whom resume fishing activities outside the whaling season. Prior to 
the whaling ban, Norway killed approximately 2,000 minke whales per year and exported over half 
of the products from these hunts to Japan. Quotas have risen in recent years; however, the actual 
kill tally by the end of the whaling season inevitably falls far short of the possible quota. In 2013, for 
example, Norway self-allocated a quota of 1,286 whales yet actually killed 590 minke whales (125 
more than the previous year). The 2013 hunt yielded 790 tons of meat at an overall value of 27 million 
NOK. The meat fetched a slightly higher price per kilo than 2012, prompting whalers to boast that the 
season had been ‘the best in years’.1

Whale meat – domestic market: Creating new products to save a dying industry
As is the case in Japan, Norwegian whale meat is a highly-subsidised product, with subsidies equal to 
almost half of the gross value of all whale meat landings made through the Rafisklaget, the Norwegian 
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“A lot more whales have been caught and sold than in previous years. We must interpret 
this as a positive development and interest has been growing among some buyers who want 
to buy and sell this more widely. We‘ll see what happens next year, but if we get the same 
trend as we have had this year, it could mean a lot for both the hunters and buyers.” 
Per Rolandsen of the Norwegian Rafisklaget (sales association)2
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Fishermen’s Sales Organisation3. In April 2010, representatives of the Norwegian fishing industry 
called on the Fisheries Minister to raise subsidies to the whaling industry, as they had difficulty 
selling whale meat. Since then, the industry has desperately tried to create a new interest for whale 
meat within the Norwegian population and tourism sector. One angle is to target young, ‘hip’ national 
and international customers who attend popular Norwegian music festivals such as Bukta, Træna or 
Inferno Festival, with products like whale burgers or whale sushi.

However, attempts in recent years to popularize the sale of whale burgers have largely flopped. For example, 
in 2005, the Karsten Ellingsen Company launched the ‘Lofotburger’ (50% minke whale meat, 50% pork) 
which was sold in dozens of supermarkets throughout Norway. They commented at the time: ‘We hope that 
this product hits the nail on the head and that a new generation gets their eyes opened up to whale meat.’ 
However, by 2008, the company declared that it made better profits from salmon.5

Since 1992, the Norwegian government has spent around US$ 5 million on PR and lobbying 
campaigns to promote its whaling and seal hunting industries.3 In April 2013, Innovation Norway, a 
state-owned company, offered a three-year grant to Fisheries Park AS to develop a marketing strategy, 
‘brand association’ and quality standard for Norwegian whale meat and products on behalf of the 
whaling industry.6

In March 2001, the Norwegian Food Safety Organization advised limited consumption of whale 
blubber and by 2003, the group recommended that pregnant and nursing women avoid whale 
meat and blubber altogether. These health warnings were re-issued in May 2009 and were also the 
reason for the cessation of exports to Iceland. However, the warnings were cancelled in 2012 when a 
statement was issued claiming that recent studies had shown that contaminants and mercury levels in 
minke whale meat were significantly lower than previous studies had shown.7

Whale meat – export market: Prior to the ban on commercial whaling, Norway exported more than 
51% its whale products to Japan. After the moratorium, Norway originally agreed to halt trade in 
whale products, despite the fact that it maintains a reservation to the Appendix 1 listing of whales at 
CITES. In 2001, the Norwegian government decided to resume exports of meat and blubber to Japan, 
despite the IWC and CITES bans.

A shipment of 5 tons of whale meat was exported to Japan in 2008 and cleared for sale in February 
of 2009, however in the end, the meat was not sold due to bacterial contamination and high lactic 
acid levels.8 In December 2012, 30kg of Norwegian minke whale meat was shipped to Japan under an 
export permit granted to Myklebust Trading AS by the Norwegian Directorate of Nature Management 
(DIRNAT).9 

A further export, this time in February 2013, again on behalf of Myklebust Trading, saw 4,250 kg of 
frozen whale belly meat, blubber, tails and fins leave Ålesund, Norway, bound for Japan. The shipment 
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Bukta Festival promoter, Robert Dyrnes, commented: ‘When Iggy Pop was here in 2007, one 
of his wishes was to see a live whale. But when we explained that this was a little difficult, 
he was very satisfied that he could eat as many whale burgers he wanted. A dead whale 
is as good as a live one, Iggy said. The foreign artists realize that this is probably their 
only chance in life to eat whale, which makes the whale burger very popular. We even get 
vegetarians trying the whale meat.’4
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sailed aboard the ECL Commander to Rotterdam where the meat transferred to the NYK Olympus 
before sailing on in early March, transiting Le Havre, Hamburg and Southampton, before heading on 
to Japan via the Suez Canal.9

Since 2003, there have also been continued shipments of whale meat from Norway to the Faroe 
Islands with a total of 11,516 kg of meat. In 2012, 473 kg of minke whale meat was exported to a 
supermarket in Thorshavn.9

Other products and by-products

Pharmaceuticals and dietary supplements: In 2005, a government-funded study linked with the 
National Institute for Nutrition and Seafood Research (NIFES) looked into the commercial possibilities 
of whale blubber and oil. The study concluded that purified whale oil should have a very good future 
in the dietary supplements market and cited several Norwegian companies as having the experience 
and the expertise needed to take products to market, nationally and internationally. NIFES continues 
to support related research, for example a 2012 study into the level of contaminants in minke whale 
meat.11

Between 2010 and 2011, Nofima (the Norwegian Institute of Food, Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Research and Europe’s largest institute for applied research within the fields of fisheries, aquaculture 
and food), supported a study researching the possible health effects of cold-pressed whale oil.12

Animal Feed: Whale meat is sold as pet food in Norway since this ‘special use’ is allowed by the 
Ministry for Fisheries and Coastal Affairs.13

In December 2013, it was reported within Japan that a shipment of 34 tonnes of Norwegian 
minke whale meat would arrive in early 2014.10

WHALE FOR SALE THE GLOBAL TRADE IN DEAD WHALES
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Myklebust Havalprodukter AS, the main retailer in Norwegian minke whale meat, specifically 
advertises the use of whale meat as dog food (“hundemat”). Norwegian pet food company Vom & 
Hundemat has been known to use whale meat as an ingredient in their dog foods and Norwegian 
musher Nina Skramstad recommends Vom & Hundemats wet food with whale meat as a summer diet 
for sled dogs.14

Peru
Small cetaceans are protected from exploitation in Peru by national law. However, lack of enforcement 
of the ban on hunting, means that more than 2,000 dolphins are deliberately killed annually for human 
consumption and a further 5,000-15,000 are killed for use as shark bait.1 Burmeister’s porpoise, 
dusky dolphins, long-beaked common dolphins and bottlenose dolphins are hunted using purse 
seine, gill nets, or hand-held harpoons. There are serious welfare concerns surrounding the hunts, 
not least related to the live landings of small cetaceans on shark fishing boats at sea for use as bait. 
Stringent monitoring and enforcement is required to prevent this unsustainable hunt.2

WHALE FOR SALE THE GLOBAL TRADE IN DEAD WHALES
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Russian Federation (former Soviet Union)

Commercial whaling: During the mid 20th century, the former Soviet Union’s large whaling fleet and 
huge factory ships violated IWC rules and decimated whale stocks over several decades of dispropor-
tionate whaling operations. Targetting whales off Antarctica and later, humpback whales off the coast 
of Australia and New Zealand, Soviet harpooners worked faster than their factory ships could keep 
pace, killing almost 13,000 humpbacks during the 1959/60 season and a similar amount the next, 
thus virtually wiping out humpback stocks in the waters around Australia and New Zealand. By the 
early 1960s, Soviet whalers turned their attention to northern waters, in particular the North Pacific, 
where they equally rapidly decimated populations of blue, humpback, northern right, bowhead and 
sperm whales, driving some to the brink of commercial extinction.1
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Above all, Soviet whaling was characterized by systematic falsification of all data (including dates, 
numbers, species, size of whales, regions, age and sex) and this, plus the destruction of official 
records over a period of decades, meant that it was many years before the true scale of the slaughter 
was revealed. For example, in 1986, the Soviets reported that they had killed a total of 2,710 hump-
backs in the Southern Ocean: in fact their fleets killed nearly 18 times as many, along with thousands 
of unreported whales of other species, including around 6,000 minke whales killed in the Southern 
Ocean in the two years following the moratorium.1 This subterfuge was accompanied by equally 
audacious methods over many years to stall the IWC’s creation and implementation of an international 
observation system for whaling activities. 

The scientific report for the Sovetskaya Rossiya fleet’s 1970-71 season noted that the ship captains 
and harpooners who most frequently violated international whaling regulations also received the most 
Communist Party honours. “Lies became an inalienable part and perhaps even a foundation of Soviet 
whaling,” Berzin wrote.2

The scale of the hunts is even more shocking, given the lack of any real demand for whale products 
within the Soviet Union. There was some demand for blubber to convert into oil, but usually the rest 
of the carcass would be left to rot in the sea, or at best rendered down into bone meal for agricultural 
fertilizer. Why then, were so many tens of thousands of whales killed? The answer, it would appear 
was two-fold: firstly, whaling activities were measured using the same metric as the fishing industry, 
therefore ‘success’ depended on the sheer mass of whales killed and secondly, rigid adherence to 
the five-year-plans which drove the Soviet economy meant that those whaling fleets which exceeded 
targets were rewarded with large bonuses, whereas failure to meet targets might mean captains were 
demoted and crew members sacked.2

The Soviet Union objected to the whaling moratorium and that objection remains in place, however 
the Russian Federation (which replaced the Soviet Union in 1991) has not taken any whales commer-
cially since the 1986/7 season.

Aboriginal subsistence whaling: Currently, the Chukotka People of Far East Russia qualify for an ASW 
quota for bowhead and grey whales (which they share with the native peoples of Alaska and, potential-
ly, Washington State). In 2012, 143 Eastern North Pacific grey whales were killed by the Chukotka. The 
new 2013-2018 ASW quota block allows for the Chukotka to catch a total of 744 grey whales over that 
period, with a maximum of 140 whales in any one year. The Chukotka also share with Alaskan Inuit an 
ASW quota to take 336 bowhead whales, with no more than 67 bowheads to be struck in any one year.3
 
Dolphin hunts: Quotas are issued for subsistence hunts of around 1,000 belugas per year. In 1999, 
the Russian government issued permits enabling up to 500 belugas to be killed in the Okhotsk Sea 
(between Russia and Japan), for export to Japan. Up to 50 belugas were killed in the first few days of 
the hunt and 13 tons of meat and blubber were shipped to Hokkaido. A further 12 belugas were cap-
tured alive for the captivity industry. Although belugas are hunted by aboriginal people in the Arctic, 
this represented the first purely commercial hunt of belugas since the 1930s, when the population 
was decimated. International protests, including from WDC, forced the Russian government to cancel 
the hunt after only 10 days; however nine of the live-captured belugas were subsequently exported 
from Moscow to Canada. Additional concerns were raised that the meat might be highly contaminated 
and thus not meet Japanese health standards.4

Exports: In 1995, an attempt to smuggle whale meat from Taiwan into Japan via the Russian Federa-
tion made the headlines. Around 250 tons of whale meat, which DNA analysis subsequently revealed 
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to be Bryde’s whale (thus equivalent to around 20 of these whales) had arrived in Vladivostok from 
Taiwan two years previously, in April 1993. The whales had been killed during illegal whaling activi-
ties in the Pacific post-moratorium. A Russian shipping company tried to export the meat to Japan 
using falsified papers stating the whales had been caught before the whaling ban by Russian whalers. 
However, Japan refused permission for the import, so in desperation, the Russians tried to offload the 
whale meat to feed mink on fur farms, but the authorities deemed it unfit even for animal consumpti-
on and so it was destroyed.5

Other products and by-products: In December 2013, WDC found at least one skincare product clai-
ming to contain ‘whale spermaceti’ marketed by Amazon and other online retailers.6 DNA analyses 
will be required to determine whether this product contains real spermaceti as claimed, or a synthetic 
version.

Solomon Islands
There is a long history of drive hunts targeting spinner, spotted, Risso’s, striped and other dolphin 
species, especially around the island of Malaita. Hundreds of dolphins have been killed annually for 
their meat and teeth (which are also used as currency and dowry on some islands). In 2010, hunters 
from three villages on the island of Malaita (Fanalei, Walende and Bitamae) signed an agreement with 
a US-based conservation group, which promised to pay them the equivalent of what they would have 
earned from the sale of dolphin teeth and meat, in return for stopping the hunts. The funds were to be 
used for community development projects including alternative employment opportunities.1
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Live captures: In recent years also, Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphins have been captured to sell to 
international traders supplying captive display facilities across the world. Since 2003, the Solomon 
Islands have controversially exported these dolphins to Mexico, the United Arab Emirates, China, the 
Philippines and Malaysia.3

South Korea
The port of Ulsan, in the south-east, has a whale-eating tradition dating back thousands of years. 
South Korea was one of the first countries to conduct ‘scientific’ whaling after the moratorium, but 
the programme was abandoned after a single season due to diplomatic and activist pressure. Whilst 
commercial and subsistence whaling remain illegal, a legal loophole, exploited by South Korea as 
well as by Japan, means that domestic sales of meat and blubber from minke whales killed due to 
‘incidental bycatch’ (accidental death due to becoming entangled in fishing nets) is permitted.1

Since 1986 then, minke whales from the protected ‘J’ stock caught in fishing nets have provided a 
steady supply of whale meat which is widely available in local shops and restaurants. A 2011 report 
claimed that a whale meat dish can cost up to $100, with Ulsan accounting for 80% of all whale meat 
consumption in South Korea2. There are concerns that high prices for whale meat based on strong 
demand from consumers, plus the existence of the bycatch loophole, has encouraged so-called 
‘deliberate bycatch’, whereby whales are intentionally targeted by fishing nets or left to drown by 
fishermen when they became entangled in their nets. 2011 research1 also points to a fall in the price 
of whale meat between 2006-2010 -whilst consumer demand and bycatch rates remained steady - as 
evidence that illegal hunting by criminal gangs, using specially adapted fishing boats, was boosting 
the supply of whale meat. 

DNA analysis of whale meat purchased in Japanese restaurants in Seoul in 2009 revealed samples 
from three species of whale – fin, sei and Antarctic minke - killed under Japan’s ‘scientific’ whaling 
programme. Genetic identification of a sample purchased in Seoul matched fin whale meat purchased 
in Japan in 2007, indicating illegal trade between these two countries.3

In 2012, Korean representatives at the IWC appeared to indicate that they would resume ‘scientific 
whaling’ from 2013, but backtracked following a global outcry. WDC suggested at the time that 
Korean fisheries officials had only been willing to make such a proposal because they could not 
control illegal whaling and scientific whaling quotas could conveniently be used to ‘legitimise’ the 
existing illegal hunt.5

However in January 2013, over 1,000 dolphins were killed, allegedly by a group of villagers 
from Fanalei who broke away from the consensus developed within these villages to end 
the hunts.2

In November 2013, investigators in Yeongcheon city, South Korea, discovered around 
2,500 kg of whale meat stashed in a walk-in freezer. The meat came from illegally-killed 
minke whales and had an estimated black market value of around KRW100 million (around 
£58,000). Police believed the whales had been killed by hand harpooners, almost certainly 
involving unimaginable suffering for the whales. Investigators believe that the scale of 
illegal whaling is greater than previously thought and could involve around 15 vessels.4
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Spain
In July 2013, the Civil Guard seized 250 sperm whale teeth with a combined weight of 80 kgs, in 
Valencia, Spain. Two people were charged with attempting to sell the ‘ivory’ over the internet for 1,000 
Euros per kilo, for making chess pieces. The seizure was believed to be the largest of its kind in Europe.1

Sri Lanka

Around 20 species of whale and dolphin are recorded as having been killed in Sri Lankan waters, both 
accidentally or deliberately.  Traditionally, dolphin meat was not utilized in Sri Lanka but the introducti-
on of nylon gill nets in the 1960s created heavy bycatch which killed thousands of dolphins each year, 
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predominantly spinner, Risso’s, rough-toothed, striped and bottlenose dolphins as well as false killer 
whales and bottlenose whales1 and created a ready supply of dolphin meat for human consumption. 
In some regions where this utilisation of bycaught dolphins had already created a market for dolphin 
flesh, local fishermen may have been tempted to deliberately harpoon dolphins in order to supplement 
their income and compensate for poor fish catches. These targetted hunts were largely confined to 
certain areas, mainly off the south and west coast, where dolphin meat was both consumed and used 
as fish bait. Despite whales and dolphins being legally protected in Sri Lankan waters since 1993, 
deaths have continued and the practice is believed to persist to the present day on an occasional, op-
portunistic basis; however, lack of monitoring means that the current scale of catches is uncertain.2,3

St Lucia
In 2000, St Lucia ratified the SPAW Protocol (under UNEP’s Caribbean Environment Programme) 
which legally protects all whale and dolphin species in its waters. Despite this, fishermen in St Lucia 
maintain a hunt for pilot and other whales and dolphins, including pygmy and false killer whales, 
bottlenose dolphins, Atlantic spotted dolphins, Fraser’s dolphins and common dolphins.1 Little data is 
available regarding the number of animals taken.

St Vincent and the Grenadines

St Vincent and the Grenadines (SVG) is an island nation in the Eastern Caribbean. Bequia, its second 
largest island, has no historical evidence of whaling by indigenous people; rather, whaling began in 
1875 when William Wallace, a Scottish settler, returned to the island after working on an American 
whaling vessel. He established a whaling company and passed on techniques for hunting humpback 
and sperm whales to his crew, later partnering with French settler, Joseph Ollivierre, who also 
established a whaling station on the island. These early hunts focussed primarily on producing whale 
oil for commercial export. Only around forty years ago did the operation switch to obtaining meat and 
blubber for human consumption.

SVG joined the IWC in 1981 and since then has been granted an ASW quota for humpback whales, a 
situation that has long provoked criticism since SVG fails to meet the criteria required from nations wis-
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SVG: Great whales killed after the moratorium

More than 40 whales were killed during this period: mainly humpback whales
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hing to hunt for subsistence purposes. The reality is that whaling in SVG is not a long-standing, traditio-
nal hunt for subsistence purposes, it has no cultural roots and is not conducted by aboriginal people. 

Since 1986, SVG has been awarded an annual ASW quota for North Atlantic humpbacks (currently 
4 whales per year) and, between 1986-2012, has killed 34 humpbacks (plus several whales of other 
species, including Bryde’s whale). For decades, SVG has repeatedly assured the IWC that it will 
abandon whaling after the death of its last remaining harpooner.1 Despite his death in 2002, the 
hunt continues to this day and SVG has repeatedly failed in recent years to supply the IWC with the 
required data from its hunts. In 2012, SVG whalers killed four humpback whales.2

Until at least 2003, SVG whalers were notorious for targetting mother/calf pairs, striking the calf first 
to ensure that its mother would remain close by to aid her dying calf, thus enabling them to more 
easily harpoon her. This technique is prohibited under IWC regulations which state that ‘it is forbidden 
to take or kill suckling calves, or females accompanied by calves’ and is both inhumane in welfare 
terms and counterproductive in conservation terms. Indeed most kills during the late 1990s involved 
a mother/calf pair. Hunting methods are particularly brutal, involving the use of speed boats, cold 
harpoons, lances and exploding projectiles fired by shoulder guns.3

The non-too subtle influence of Japan should not be forgotten here: over recent years, Japan has 
given SVG grants worth many millions of US dollars for ‘fisheries development projects’ and has been 
explicit that it would encourage countries to join the IWC and support its pro-whaling policy via its 
tactical use of ODA (Overseas Development Aid).4 

Whale meat and blubber from the hunts is not exclusively consumed by Bequians as 
intended, instead most is sold to the main island of St Vincent and, it is alleged, to 
neighbouring countries and even to expatriates in the USA and elsewhere.5

In 2010, whale meat and blubber was available for purchase by tourists on St Vincent.6
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Hunts of dolphins and other species outside the IWC: Other smaller whale and dolphin species are 
hunted in SVG waters, including short-finned pilot whales, orca, melon-headed whales, Risso’s 
dolphins, dwarf sperm whales, Atlantic spotted dolphin, spinner dolphins, false killer whales, Fraser’s 
dolphins, rough-toothed dolphins and various beaked whales.

In August 1988, most of the meat from 10 pilot whales caught off St Vincent was sold to Lever Bros. 
Co. in Trinidad to be rendered into margarine and soap.1

A 2001 statement from the St. Vincent and the Grenadines Fisheries Division of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Industry and Labour stated its interest in further examining the “health and nutritional 
benefits” to be derived from pilot whale oil and the “possibilities which exist for the development of 
this product.” The statement ominously adds: “Also embodied within this program is the development 
of the national capability for research and management of these species through research support 
from appropriate Japanese institutions.”7

Taiwan 
In the late 1970s, investigations revealed evidence of pirate whaling activities targeting Bryde’s 
whales and unregulated trade between Taiwan, Japan and South Korea. Whale meat from Taiwan was 
exported to Japan via South Korea where it was repackaged.1

Hunting whales and dolphins was outlawed in Taiwanese waters in 1989, but hunts have persisted, 
particularly on Taiwan’s east coast, where there is a tradition amongst poorer fishing communities 
of consuming what some call ‘sea pork’. Poachers have often attempted to avoid prosecution 
by mislabeling meat or cutting the heads off hunted dolphins or whales to prevent species 
identification.

Domestic consumption: In September 2013, Taiwanese coastguards seized 820 kgs of dolphin meat 
and arrested a couple in the southern Yunlin county, who admitted to having already sold 120 kgs of 
the meat to restaurants. The arrests came after Taiwan introduced ‘on-the-spot’ litmus paper tests 
which allow rapid confirmation of whether suspicious samples are whale or dolphin meat. Such tests 
will complement more rigorous, but time-consuming, DNA analyses.2 

Exports: In 1995, an attempt to smuggle whale meat from Taiwan into Japan via the Russian 
Federation made the headlines. Around 250 tons of whale meat, which DNA analysis subsequently 
revealed to be Bryde’s whale (thus equivalent to around 20 of these whales) had arrived in Vladivostok 
from Taiwan two years previously, in April 1993. A Russian shipping company tried to export the meat 
to Japan using falsified papers.4

In January 2014, Taiwanese officials confiscated 7.65 tonnes of dolphin meat during a 
search of a frozen goods factory in the southern city of Kaohsiung. Described as one of 
the largest hauls of its kind, tests confirmed the meat was dolphin and equated to meat 
from around 150 animals. It is not yet clear where the dolphins were caught or sold, but 
the factory owner has admitted purchasing the meat from local fisherman. If convicted, he 
faces up to five years in prison and a fine of us to NT$1.5 million ($50,00 US) for violating 
wildlife protection laws.3
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United Kingdom
October 2012: WDC exposed the sale of a ‘Moby Dick’ cocktail at Bar Nightjar, a world-famous 
London cocktail bar. This cocktail included whisky infused with whale skin illegally imported from 
Japan. When notified, the bar owner immediately apologised and withdrew the drink.1

January 2014: A London man, Alick Brown, pleaded guilty to three counts of illegally trading ivory, 
whale and dolphin bone and other items on eBay, following investigations by the Metropolitan Police’s 
Wildlife Crime Unit.  He was fined a total of £1,375.2
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United States of America

Early whalers practiced ‘drift whaling’ (scavenging from carcasses of stranded whales) along 
the northwestern and northeastern coasts. Near-shore whaling, mainly of northern right whales, 
developed during the mid 17th century off Long Island and Nantucket. Here, too, the first sperm whale 
was killed was in 1712. The industry expanded massively, peaking in the mid 19th century. The last 
whaling boat went out from New Bedford in 1927.

Makah Tribe whaling: In 1855, the Makah tribe of Washington State, whose whaling tradition 
dates back at least 1,500 years, signed the Treaty of Neah Bay with the US government. This treaty 
guaranteed their right to continue hunting whales. In the late 1920s, tribal members voluntarily 
stopped hunting Eastern North Pacific grey whales after stocks became depleted, but when the 
species was taken off the Endangered Species list in 1994, the tribe applied for an exemption to the 
moratorium, citing a desire to re-establish their ancient whaling tradition.
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The US government accepted these arguments and despite a storm of controversy, brokered a deal 
through the IWC to allow the Makah to take up to five Eastern North Pacific grey whales each year for 
a 5-year period. In 1999, tribal members harpooned a grey whale. However, in December 2002, the 
US Court of Appeals ruled that the USA’s issuance of a grey whale quota to the Makah tribe without 
first preparing an Environmental Impact Statement and receiving a waiver under the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act, violated federal law and declared it illegal for the Makah to hunt further whales. Many 
IWC member states agreed, arguing that as the Makah had not hunted for over 70 years, a ‘continuing 
tradition’ could not be claimed. An illegal hunt in September 2007 resulted in the death of a grey 
whale and led to federal prison sentences for two Makah tribe members.

Alaska: The Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik Eskimos living in northern and western Alaska have hunted 
bowhead whales for thousands of years. To this day, aboriginal subsistence hunting of bowhead 
whales is practised by 11 Alaska Eskimo communities under an IWC quota shared out amongst these 
communities by the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission which jointly manages the hunt with the US 
government under a cooperative agreement established in 1981.1

Darting and shoulder guns, both of which were introduced by commercial whalers in the 19th century, 
remain the standard weapons for striking and killing whales. The number of strikes allowed per year 
has increased since the moratorium and in 2012, 69 bowhead whales were killed. The hunt has also 
taken one or two grey whales especially during the late 1980s, the last time being in 1995 when two 
whales were killed. The following year, the quota was reduced to zero due to sustainability concerns.2

In October 2013, Iñupiat Eskimos of Barrow, Alaska, landed what they referred to as an ‘Eskimo 
butterball’ - a 27-foot-long bowhead whale - on the final day of their autumn hunt which saw 22 
bowheads killed. The meat, fat and skin (muktuk) is sliced into chunks, boxed up and sent to 
churches which then distribute the whale products amongst the local community for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas feasts, where it is often eaten raw and frozen. “The whale is considered public,” 
declared whaling captain, George Ahmaogak. “It belongs to the community, so every whaling captain 
donates to the community.”
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The kills came after ice prevented a successful spring hunt when, despite extending it by over a 
month until mid-July, hunters only succeeded in killing two bowheads. One ‘struck and lost’ whale 
was discovered in a state of decay, six days after being struck, but hunters salvaged some meat and 
muktuk. These ‘struck and lost’ whales are a problem in this region with an average 20% of struck 
whales never being recovered. This percentage was lower in 2013; nonetheless, 5 whales were struck 
and lost amongst the hunting communities.3

Whale meat imports: In February 2013, a US federal grand jury indicted Typhoon Restaurant Inc, 
owner of The Hump, a now-closed sushi restaurant in Santa Monica, along with two of its chefs, 
on charges of conspiracy to import and sell sei whale meat between 2007-2010, in violation of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act. It is alleged that packages of the sei whale meat were purposefully 
mislabeled in restaurant invoices as ‘fatty tuna’ to conceal their true content. The case came to light 
when an associate producer of The Cove, which documented drive hunts in Japan, organized a video 
‘sting’ during which undercover activists were able to order whale sushi as part of an omakase meal 
on three occasions between late 2009 and early 2010. Receipts listed ‘whale’ on two occasions and 
subsequent DNA analyses confirmed the meat was indeed sei whale.4

Other products and by-products: The use of whale products in USA is not restricted to native peoples. 
Whale oil is renowned for its exceptional lubricant properties and both whale oil and spermaceti 
(which can be extracted from whale oil) remain stable even at extremely cold temperatures. Thus, 
these products have been used extensively by both the submarine and aerospace industry: NASA 
even used whale oil-treated tapes to record data and images from its space missions.5

In addition, hundreds of patents have also been approved in the USA, as well as Europe and Asia, for 
a wide range of makeup, cleansing, moisturizing and rejuvenating products, as well as hair dyes and 
fragrance enhancers, that include whale oil (including specifically sperm whale oil) or whale waxes as 
a possible ingredient.5
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Conclusion
Our aim in this report is to demonstrate that whale and dolphin hunts are by no means consigned to the 
past, nor are instances of consumption and utilisation of whale and dolphin products and by-products 
confined to just a very few nations. Rather, killing and trade is taking place, in the present day, at a scale that 
is both shocking and unacceptable. Whaling is cruel, the demand for whale meat is falling and we can’t be 
certain that whale populations can survive large scale hunting as well as the other threats they face. Whilst 
the moratorium is undoubtedly stemming the tide and preventing a complete free-for-all by callous hunters, 
it is clear that in country after country, rules are being broken, loopholes exploited and a blind eye is turned 
to often flagrant abuses of regulations designed to protect and conserve whale and dolphin species. 

Recommendations
Given the global extent of killing and trade exposed in this report, WDC makes the following calls:

1. The ban on commercial whaling must remain in place, but with existing loopholes closed and 
abuses punished. 

2. We call upon the Russian Federation to withdraw its reservation to the moratorium. 

3. The IWC must provide a clear definition of ASW and address abuses. 

4. The EU should require Denmark to put in place measures to ensure that whale meat and products 
cannot be moved around the EU outside Denmark. The IWC should not allocate any quotas to 
Greenland unless satisfied that the EU has complied with the above. 

5. Internet sales of whale or dolphin products should be banned as there is no guarantee that sales 
can be restricted to specified regions or persons. 

6. The EU and other non-whaling countries must introduce legislation to prevent vessels carrying 
whale products from using their ports. 

7. Tighter legislation is required regarding the use of whales and dolphins killed during fishing activi-
ties, to prevent abuses and illegal trade. 

8. WDC recognizes that the IWC, CITES, CMS and other relevant agreements, treaties and 
conventions which range states can freely join have competency with respect to the conservation 
management of small cetaceans.  

9. Small cetacean hunts should be considered by the IWC when allocating large whale quotas in respect 
to ASW requests and incorporated into agendas focused on welfare and reporting requirements.

Footnote and further information
The examples contained in this report by no means represent the whole picture and more cases are 
coming to light all the time. This report, therefore, is merely a work in progress and will be updated 
regularly. Please visit whales.org for further information. To report any instances of illegal hunting or 
trade in whale or dolphin products, please contact us at vanessa.williams-grey@whales.org
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Appendix 1
CITES reservation chart for whales and dolphins

CETACEA Dolphins, porpoises, whales

Balaenopteridae
Humpback 
whale, rorquals

Balaenoptera acutorostrata
(except the population of West Greenland, which 
is included in Appendix II)

Iceland 02/04/2000
Japan 01/01/1986
Norway 01/01/1986
Palau 15/07/2004

Balaenoptera bonaerensis
Iceland 02/04/2000
Japan 01/01/1986
Norway 01/01/1986

Balaenoptera borealis Iceland 02/04/2000
Balaenoptera borealis
[reservation not applicable to populations:
a) in North Pacific; and
b) in areas from 0 to 70 degrees east longitude 
and from the equator to the Antarctic Continent]

Japan 06/06/1981

Norway

06/06/1981

Balaenoptera edeni Japan 29/07/1983
Balaenoptera musculus Iceland 02/04/2000
Balaenoptera omurai Japan 29/07/1983

Balaenoptera physalus
Iceland 02/04/2000
Japan 06/06/1981

Balaenoptera physalus
[reservation applicable to populations:
a) in North Atlantic off Iceland;
b) in North Atlantic off Newfoundland; and
c) in areas from 40 degrees south latitude to the 
Antarctic Continent and from 120 to 60 degrees 
west longitude]

Norway 06/06/1981

Megaptera novaeangliae
Iceland 02/04/2000
Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines 28/02/1989

Delphinidae
Dolphins

Orcaella brevirostris Japan 12/01/2005
Orcaella heinsohni Japan 12/01/2005

Physeteridae
Sperm whales Physeter macrocephalus

Iceland 02/04/2000
Japan 06/06/1981
Norway 06/06/1981
Palau 15/07/2004

Ziphiidae
Beaked whales, 
bottle-nosed 
whales

Berardius bairdii Japan 29/07/1983

Hyperoodon ampullatus Iceland 02/04/2000

Faroe Islands figures extracted from http://www.whaling.fo/Default.aspx?ID=7125, official website from the Faroese Ministry of Fisheries and 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. All great whales statistics are extracted from IWC web page, annual reports and countries’ progress reports.
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